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19 A Hail of Bullets

Playing Rubber Bridge with a somewhat excitable partner, I hold the
following second in hand:

A Q84

O AKJ63
O 84

% AQS5

No-one is vulnerable and East, on my right, deals and passes. I open One
Heart and West overcalls with Four Spades. Never one to be shut out, my
pariner bids Five Diamonds and East doubles. I pass, so does West, and
partner now retreats to Five Hearts. East doubles again, surprising no-one.
All pass. The bidding has gone:

West North East South
- - Pass 19

44 50 Double Pass
Pass 5(/ Double All Pass

West leads the king of spades and partner’s hand is not encouraging:

A3

v Q92

¢ KQ10632
o KJ10

N
&K led W E
S

A Q84
O AKJ63
O 84

% AQS5

[ don’t think I'm going to enjoy this. On the first spade East plays the five.
West switches to the nine of clubs, which I win in dummy with the ten,
East playing the two.

There is a slight reason for leaving the lead in dummy. I am going to play
a diamond next, for no doubt East has the ace, and by leading from
dummy I force East to play before his partner. If I lead from my hand and
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West has a doubleton, he will begin an echo which will give East a count
and enable him to hold off.

On the king of diamonds East plays the ace, I the four, and West the nine.
East now leads the six of spades and dummy has to ruff with the two of
hearts.

Let’s see if I can count the hand. I should imagine West has seven spades
and East a doubleton. West’s nine of diamonds could be a singleton, or it
could be the beginning of an echo from a doubleton. I can't tell about the
clubs. As to the hearts, I should imagine that East has all five. If his only
values had been a couple of tricks in diamonds he would probably have
passed Five Diamonds. Players who double in such circumstances usually
have even better defence against the first suit named. Moreover, this play
of a spade to force the dummy is also suggestive of long trumps.

I can’t draw his trumps by straight leads but I can exert some pressure by
leading the nine and forcing him to cover. That will leave me with a major
tenace of sorts. So I lead the nine of hearts from table, East plays the ten, I
win with the king and West, as expected, shows out.

It looks as though East’s distribution is two spades, five hearts, and either
three diamonds and three clubs or four diamonds and two clubs. If he has
three diamonds I think I can do it. My trumps are K-J-6-3 with the queen
in dummy. East has the 8-7-5-4.

I play my second diamond to dummy, West playing the five. I ruff a third
diamond with my three of hearts, East playing the jack, and take two
rounds of clubs, finishing in dummy. Now I know the cards exactly, so I
can show all four hands:

»h -

0 Q

O 1063

o —
A AJ10 N L
0 - w el V8754
O - s | ©-
%9 o -

A Q

O KJB6

O

oo —

On the lead of a diamond from dummy East is caught in the diagonal
crossfire of my trumps. Shaking his head, he plays the seven. I overruff,
ruff my spade with the queen of hearts and win the last two tricks with the
jack and six of hearts, just making the contract.
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This was the full deal:

A3

Q92

O KQ10632

oo KJ 10
A AKJ10972 & 65
Y = WNE ) 108754
$ 95 S O AJT
o 9864 o 732

A Q84

Y AKJ63

o 84

o AQS5

Post mortem

(East can defeat the contract by ducking the king of diamonds. He takes the next
diamond and plays back a spade and declarer must lose a trump trick. However, if
declarer wins the club switch in hand with the ace and plays a diamond there is 1o
defence. West can ensure the defeat of the contract by continuing with the ace of
spades at trick two, forcing the dummy.)

Looking at the full diagram I see that it would not have helped East to
hold off the first diamond. In fact, there is no defence. The play shows the
enormous power that can be exerted in an endgame when there are high
trumps in both hands. That struck me some years ago when I constructed
the following deal:

A G442

QK7

O AK108532

% 6
AJ107 A 053
V65432 WN c| VQuos
o Q7 & | 0do
% 952 ®J1073

A AKQS

U A 10

O 64

& AKQ84

If you were by some odd chance to land in a contract of Six Hearts you
could make it against any lead but a trump! You cash eight winners in the
side suits and then lead a club from hand. Dummy’s K-7 of hearts and
your own A-10 will suffice to win four of the last five tricks!
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